


·Define Ethics?

·Anyone preparing to do criminal justice research 

should be aware of the general agreements shared by 

ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

conduct of scientific inquiry.

·Ethical issues in CJ can be especially  challenging 

because our research questions frequently address 

illegal behavior that people are anxious to conceal.



·Avoid potential Dangers to the subjects, other people, 

or the researcher

·A basic principle of field research is to not invite harm 

to participants.

·In most CJ research, harm is associated mainly with 

the possibility of arrest of psychological harm from 

discussing private issues.

·Ethics and Extreme Field Research



·Monahan and associates (1993) suggest three different 
groups at potential risk of physical harm in their 
search on violence
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·How can a potential psychological harm to 

subject exist in a criminal justice research?

·How the researcher can make a substantial 

effort to reduce any such trauma to the victim?



·No one should be forced to participate

·Field research can be an exception to the voluntary 
participation as the subjects may not even know if a 
study is being conducted

·Further, a revelation from a field researcher may 
hinder the objective of what is being studied.



·Privacy, privacy, and privacy ɀas a researcher , you must 
ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÓȭ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÌÌ ÂÅÉÎÇȟ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
identity. 

·Conceal their names, and addresses if known

·Anonymous: A research subject is considered anonymous 
when the researcher cannot associate a given piece of 
information with the person.
·Field, research, web based 

·Benefits of anonymity: In a survey of drug use, for example, 
we may decide that likelihood and accuracy of responses 
will be enhanced by guaranteeing anonymity.



·Confidentiality means that a researcher is able to 

ÌÉÎË ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÇÉÖÅÎ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÂÕÔ 

essentially promises not to do so publicly.

·All names and addresses should be removed from data 

collection forms and replaced by identification 

numbers.



·Deceiving Subjects: Deceiving people is unethical. In CJ 

research, deception needs to be justified by compelling 

scientific or administrative concerns.

·Analysis and Reporting: There is an ethical obligation for 

the researcher toward the subjects, scientific community.  

·Researcher have an obligation to make any technical 

shortcomings  and failures of the study be known to the 

readers.

·Any negative findings should be reported.



·Legal Liability

·First, making field observations of criminal activity 

such as street prostitution that is not reported to 

police

·Second, knowledge that research subjects have 

committed illegal acts

Federal law protects researchers from legal 

action in most circumstances, provided that 

appropriate safeguards are used to protect 

research data

Know: 42 U.S. Code $22.28a)


