


·Students should be able to know the relationship 

between theory and observation

·Students should be able to identify a theory and give 

examples of research spawned by that theory

·One should be able to identify the two logical 

systems as they relate to social science theory

·Students should be able to give examples that 

illustrate deductive and inductive logic



·This chapter should introduce the terms that are 

commonly used in the study of theories and theory 

construction

·Be able to differentiate between objectivity and 

subjectivity 

·Be familiar with the ecological theories and their 

importance to the field of criminal justice



·This chapter is designed to introduce the student to ways of 

scientific thinking and an overview of the social scientific 

approach to the field of criminal justice research.

·The link between theory and research is identified with 

attention being given to the manner in which social science 

theory is created and its application in criminal justice.

·Key terms are introduced that will allow the student to 

converse in social scientific language

·Ecological theories are used to explain crime prevention policy 

which illustrated the relationship between theory, research, 

and public policy.



· Introduction to Theory and CJ Research

· The creation of social science theory

· Terms used in theory construction

· The traditional model of science

· Main elements of the traditional model

·%ØÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÍÏÄÅÌȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÈÉÃÁÇÏ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȱ

· Two Logical systems

· Deductive logic

· Inductive logic

· Inductive theory and Criminal Justice Policy

· The Graphic contrast

· Theory, Research and Public Policy

· The relationship between theory, research and policy

· Criminological evolution: Ecological theory and crime prevention policy



An explicitly stated theory, is necessary to 

1. define a question as a scientific question

2. Give a question meaning under the canons of 

scientific inquiry

3. Provide a means for selecting variables and measures

4. Make possible the interpretation of results

Reference: Bernard and Ritti. The Role of Theory in Scientific Research



Ȱ! ÔÈÅÏÒÙ ÉÓ Á ÓÙÓÔÅÍÁÔÉÃ ÅØÐÌÁÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ 

facts and laws that relate to the particular aspect of life 

ɀjuvenile delinquency, for example, or perhaps social 

ÓÔÒÁÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȱ

A set of concepts and the proposed relationships among 

these, a structure that is intended to represent or 

model something about the world. (Maxwell, 2005: 42)



·#ÏÎÃÅÐÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÁÓÉÃ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÂÌÏÃËÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÏÒÙȱ 
(Turner, 1975:5). They are abstract elements that 
represent classes of phenomena within the field of 
study.

Reference: Bernard and Ritti. The Role of Theory in Scientific Research
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·Traditional model of science includes three main 
elements:

TMS

Theory Operationalization Observation



·Theory in criminal justice is used deductively and 
inductively.

TLS

A Deductive 
Illustration

An Inductive 
Illustration




