Chapter 1:
Crime, Criminal Justice, and
Scientific Inquiry

Maxfield and Babbie

On this day, we dedicate our lives for the next 3 months on
course of research methods for Criminal Justice ... Amen!



Science???

Science is viewed as a method of inquirg a way of learning and knowing
things about the world around us (Maxfield and Babbie, 2008)



What this C] 292 is all about?

to introduce students to basic research methodology in the field of criminal
justice

an introduction to criminal justice inquiry: this section provides the
backdrop and basics of criminal justice research, including the examination

of prior research, developing research questions, theory, and the ethics

involved.

general issues in research design as well as the development and

understanding of concepts, measurement, and experimental designs.

will explore the modes of observation, application, and interpretation. This
portion of the course introduces the methods of collecting data, including
survey research, qualitative/field research, secondary data analysis, and

evaluation research and policy analysis



Why study research methods???

focusing on how we know what we know!

Experiential reality zthings
we know from direct
experience

Product of our own
experiences

Examples

Spartans Rock!

Green and White are our colors
Welcome week is a fun time
Beautiful campus

CJ 292 is a challenging class!

Agreement Realityz
Trusted sources tell us that
something is real and we
agree

Product of what people
have told us

Examples

Earth revolves around the sun

X-Factor 2009 had some good talent
this year

CJ 292 a fun class!
| am insomniac



Empirical Research

Production of knowledge based on experience or

observation.

E.R. is a way of learning about crime and criminal

justice.






