CJ 292: METHODS OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESEARCH
Michigan State University

Course Syllabus
Fall 2009
MW 10:20 AM - 11:40 AM

213 Berkey Hall
CJ 292: Section 001

Instructor Manish Madan

Office 420 Baker Hall

Telephone 517-432-7170

E-mail madan@msu.edu

Course Website | http://manishmadan.com/F09CJ292.aspx
and Angel

Office Hours Mon Wed 9:00AM — 10:00AM or by
appointment

Course Description

This course is designed to introduce students to basic research methodology in the field of criminal
justice. The course consists of three parts:

Part | is an introduction to criminal justice inquiry: this section provides the backdrop and basics of
criminal justice research, including the examination of prior research, developing research questions,
theory, and the ethics involved.

Part Il examines the structuring of criminal justice inquiry. This section covers the general issues in
research design as well as the development and understanding of concepts, measurement, and
experimental designs.

Part lll will explore the modes of observation, application, and interpretation. This portion of the
course introduces the methods of collecting data, including survey research, qualitative/field research,
secondary data analysis, and evaluation research and policy analysis. The content of this course is
designed so that by the end of the semester you will have developed an understanding of criminal
justice research methods and a working knowledge of conducting a data analysis based on the
research topic of your interest.

Course Objectives

The primary objective of this course is to familiarize students with different research methodologies
used in criminal justice research. My goal in this course is to help you learn how to consume the
information provided by social research. Through this course, | also anticipate your deeper interest in
developing methods of criminal justice research. Many of the elements of this course will improve skills
such as independent thinking and problem solving, which may be carried over into non-research
related aspects of everyday life.

Course Prerequisites
STT200, STT201 or CJ220. See instructor if never or currently enrolled.
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Text & Materials

Required: Maxfield, M. G. and Babbie, E., 2008. Research Methods for Criminal Justice and Criminology,
5th Edition. 496 pages. Wadsworth (Thomson Higher Education), Belmont California. ISBN-13:
9780495094760.

Check at [Amazon | Alibris|Barnes-Noble | Betterworldbooks | Half | Compare Prices] OR Borrow it from

MSU Library

Recommended: Bachman, R. and S ¢ h uR.Kt ThePractice of Research in Criminology and Criminal
Justice. © 2007, 616 pages SAGE Publications, Inc [One copy will be kept in the MSU Main Library
Reserve Desk (2™ Floor, West Wing) for a 2-hour loan]

Check at [Amazon | Alibris|Barnes-Noble | Betterworldbooks | Half | Compare Prices] OR Borrow it from

MSU Library

Additional Readings: Readings from other sources will be used throughout the semester. Complete
citation for each of these readings will be made available in Angel Folder for the particular week. Each
student will be responsible to download the article directly from the MSU E-Resources
(http://er.lib.msu.edu/).

Test Policy and Quiz Taking: Students are not allowed to be tardy on exam dates. If you cannot make it
to class on time, please contact the instructor. After one student completes the test and hands it in, no
other test/quiz will be handed out.

Policy for cell phones, other electronics and caps: Cell phones, ipods and other electronic equipment
are to be turned off and stowed away during class, unless permission to use such devices has been
granted by the instructor. If you need to have a cell phone on during class, please clear it with me first.
In case you like to wear caps in the exam, you are advised to wear it backwards during a test or an
exam.

*Disclaimer: The professor reserves the right to change the syllabus throughout the semester. If
changes are to be made, they will be announced in class/or through the Angel web-based forum.

1. Academic Honesty/Integrity: Article 2.3.3 of the Academic Freedom Report states that "The
student shares with the faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship,
grades, and professional standards."” In addition, the School of Criminal Justice adheres to the
policies on academic honesty as specified in General Student Regulations 1.0, Protection of
Scholarship and Grades; the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades; and
Ordinance 17.00, Examinations. (See Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide
and/or the MSU Web site: www.msu.edu). Therefore, unless authorized by your instructor, you
are expected to complete all course assignments, including assignments, quizzes, and exams,
without assistance from any source. You are expected to develop original work for this course;
therefore, you may not submit course work you completed for another course to satisfy the
requirements for this course. Also, you are not authorized to use the http://www.allmsu.com
or other similar social networking web sites to complete any course work in this course.
Students who violate MSU rules may receive a penalty grade, including—but not limited to—a
failing grade on the assignment or in the course. Contact your instructor if you are unsure
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about the appropriateness of your course work (See also
http://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/honestylinks.html).

2. Accommodations for students with disabilities: Students with disabilities should contact the
Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations. For an
appointment with a disability specialist, call 353-9642 (voice), 355-1293 (TTY), or visit
myprofile.rcpd.msu.edu.

3. Commercialized Lecture Notes: Commercialization of lecture notes and university provided
course materials is not permitted in this course.

4. Attendance: Students whose names do not appear on the official class list for this course may
not attend this class. Students who fail to attend the first four class sessions or class by the fifth
day of the semester, whichever occur first, may be dropped from the course.

5. Disruptive Behavior: Article 2.3.5 of the Academic Freedom Report (AFR) for students at

Mi chigan State University states: “The st
teaching and learning process forallconcerne d . ” Article 2.3.10 of
student has a right to scholarly relation

General Student Regulation 5.02 states® N0 s t u dneerfete wigh Ithaflinktions and
services of the University (for example, including, but not limited to, classes, social, cultural,
and athletic events, computing services, registration, housing and food services, governance
meetings and judicial hearings) such that the function or service is obstructed or disrupted.
Students whose conduct adversely affects the learning environment in this classroom may be
subject to disciplinary action through the Student Faculty Judiciary process.

Grading Scheme

Class Participation: 10% of your final grade (50 points)

Fifty points will be awarded based on classroom participation. Participation will be given on
selected days which are NOT predetermined, and will usually come in the form of pop quizzes or group
assignments. Preparation AND attendance, therefore, are the key to earning these points. As with
exams, students absent on days in which points are awarded are not eligible to receive these points
unless there is an extreme circumstance (e.g., Death in the family, Car accident coming to class), AND
the instructor is notified in a timely manner.

Homework Assignments: 40% of your final grade (200 points)

Assignment 1: Crime in the Media (2-3pages) (Group of 3) = 25 points (Due 09/16)
Assignment 2: Short Research Paper 1 (3-5pages) (Group of 4) = 35 points (Due 10/12)
Assignment 3: 15 Survey Questions (Group of 2) = 25 points (Due 11/09)
Assignment 4: Short Research Paper 2 (3-5pages) (Group of 4) = 35 points (Due 11/23)
Assignment 5: Research Data Analysis Paper (6-10pages) (Group of 2) = 80 points (Due 12/14)

The group will be formed by the instructor as a random assignment in class.

In-Class Test: 30% of your final grade (150 points) (9/28; 10/28; 11/25)

Three exams (True/False; multiple choice; completion, and short answer style format) will be
given during the semester, each worth 75 points. The best two out of the three tests will be recorded
toward your final exam grade. The tests will cover the material covered until the week of the exam, as

Fall 2009: C] 292 Page 3


http://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/honestylinks.html

well as information presented during class discussions and presentations. No make-up test will be

given, except in extreme circumstances (e.g., Death in the family, Car accident coming to class).

Final In-Class Exam: 20% of your final grade (100 points) (12/18)

Final exam will cover the entire course covered during the semester, as well as information
presented during class discussions and presentations. No make-up exams will be given, except in
extreme circumstances (e.g., Death in the family, Car accident coming to class).

Your final grade will be based on the following scale:

451 —500 91.00 —100.0% 4.0
426 —450 86.00 —90.00% 3.5
401 —425 81.00 —85.00% 3.0
376 —400 76.00 —80.00% 2.5
351-375 71.00 —75.00% 2.0
326 —350 66.00 —70.00% 15
301 -325 61.00 —65.00% 1.0
276 —300 56.00 — 60.00% 0.5
Less than 276 00.00 —55.00% 0.0

Course Outline

M Sl EER: Topics and Assignments Reqw.red Additional Reading
Dates Reading
Part I: Background and Basics of Criminal Justice Inquiry
1. Week1
i. 9/2/2009 Introduction to the Class/Review
Syllabus
2. Week 2 Barak (2007)*; Chermak, McGarrell, and
i. 9/7/2009 ***No Class - Univ. Holiday*** Gruenewald (2006) °
ii. 9/9/2009 Crime in News Media
Crime, Criminal Justice, and MB Chapter 1 Bachman and Schutt
Scientific Inquiry (pp.1—18)
Assignment 1 Due on Sept. 16, 2009
(Crime in News Media)
3. Week3
i. 9/14/2009 Theory and Criminal Justice MB Chapter 2
Research
ii. 9/16/2009 Ethics and Criminal Justice Research | MB Chapter 3 Sullivan and Cain
(pp. 51 —63) (2004)"
4. Week 4
i. 9/21/2009 Ethics and Criminal Justice Research | MB Chapter 3 Sullivan and Cain
(pp. 63 —78) (2004)"
ii. 9/23/2009 General Issues in Research Design MB Chapter 4
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Part Il: Structuring Criminal Justice Inquiry

5. Week5
i. 9/28/2009 Test# 1 (75 points)
ii. 9/30/2009 Documentary Scared Straight Petrosino, A., C.
Assignment 2 Due Oct. 12, ‘09 (Short Turpin-Petrosino, et
Research Paper 1: 3-5 pages) al. (2000) "
6. Week 6
i. 10/05/2009 Concepts, Operationalization and MB Chapter 5 Bachman and Schutt
Measurement (pp. 72 —96)
ii. 10/07/2009 Measuring Crime MB Chapter 6 Sloan, J.J. (1994)
(pp. 145 —160)
7. Week?7
i. 10/12/2009 Measuring Crime MB Chapter 6 Sloan, J.J. (1994)
(pp. 160—-172)
ii. 10/14/2009 Experimental and Quasi MB Chapter 7 Feder, L.A., Jolin et al.
Experimental Designs (pp. 176 —191) (2000)"
8. Week 8
i. 10/19/2009 Experimental and Quasi MB Chapter 7 Bachman and Schutt
Experimental Designs (pp. 192 —207) (pp. 72 —96)
ii. 10/21/2009 Sampling MB Chapter 8
(pp. 213 —230)
9. Week9
i. 10/26/2009 Sampling MB Chapter 8 Bachman and Schutt
(pp. 232-240) | (pp. 101 —119)
ii. 10/28/2009 Test# 2 (75 points) Maxfield (1999)"
Part Ill: Modes of Observation
10. Week 10
i. 11/02/2009 Survey Research and Other Ways of | MB Chapter 9 Bachman and Schutt
Asking Questions (pp. 245 —256) (pp. 207 —230)
Assignment 3 due Nov. 09, ‘09 (15
Questions Survey, 40 participants)
ii. 11/04/2009 Survey Research and Other Ways of | MB Chapter 9 Bachman and Schutt
Asking Questions (pp. 257 —276) (pp. 235 —251)
11. Week 11
i. 11/09/2009 Documentary: Confessions of a Skrapec (2001)"
Mafia Hit Men —The Ice Man
Assignment 4 due Nov. 23, 2009
(Short Research Paper 2 —3-5
pages)
ii. 11/11/2009 Field Research MB Chapter 10 Bachman and Schutt
(pp. 261 —289)
12. Week 12
i. 11/16/2009 Agency Records, Content Analysis, MB Chapter 11
and Secondary Data
ii. 11/18/2009 Using SPSS: Entering Data Lab:

(Assignment 5 due Dec. 14, 09

Baker Hall 521
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Part IV: Application and Analysis

13. Week 13
i. 11/23/2009 Evaluation Research and Problem MB Chapter 12
Analysis
ii. 11/25/2009 Test# 3 (75 points)
14. Week 14
i. 11/30/2009 Interpreting Data MB Chapter 13
ii. 12/02/2009 Using SPSS: Data Analysis Lab:
Charts and Graphs Baker Hall 521
15. Week 15
i. 12/07/2009 Interpreting Data MB Chapter 13
ii. 12/09/2009 Using SPSS: Data Analysis Lab:
Freqguencies, Bivariate Correlations, Baker Hall 521
Chi-square
Assignment 5 due on or before Dec.
14, 2009: 5:00pm (Final Research
Data Analysis Paper)
16. Week 16
i. 12/18/2009 Final Exam (100 points)
10:00 —12:00Noon
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